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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION GUIDELINES 

(Please keep for your information) 

 

 

 

Membership is the formal means by which an organisation becomes accountable. By joining the 

local CVS voluntary organisations and individuals committed to ‘charitable purposes for the benefit 

of the community’ can 1) be empowered to speak with a stronger voice, 2) influence the way the 

organisation achieves its goals by standing for its committees, and 3) be consulted regularly on 

local issues that concern them. Members can also have access to the CVS support services and 

be encouraged to follow good practice in the conduct of their affairs. 

 

An organisation applying for membership of CVST must be able to demonstrate that: 

1. it is a voluntary organisation (i.e. that its affairs are managed by and/or are ultimately 

accountable to a group of people for no pecuniary advantage) and accountable to an 

elected committee; 

2. its aims and objectives are broadly charitable to the exclusion of private gain and its values, 

aims and objectives are consistent with those of the CVS; 

3. it is conducted for the benefit of the public and is active in the community; 

4. its activities principally benefit people in Tendring; 

5. it is committed to supporting the principal of equal opportunity, consistent with CVST’s 

Equal Opportunities Policy; 

6. if linked to a particular religious group, church or faith community, its community activities 

are not primarily concerned with the propagation of a particular religion or faith; 

7. if the group has money there should be a bank account in the groups name and financial 

records kept. 

8. it has a code of Conduct and Conflicts on Interest for Management Committee Members. 

 

Application procedure 

All applications for membership must be made on the affiliation form. Applications from  

organisations should be accompanied by the following: 

• a copy of the governing instrument (constitution, set of rules, terms of reference, trust deed 

or memorandum & articles of association) together with any details of any charity, company 

or other registration 

• a copy of the last set of accounts or financial statements from groups who are not 

registered with the Charity Commission 

• a copy of the last annual report (where applicable). 

 

Organisations which do not have any or all the above documents (eg: because they have not been 

in existence for not very long) may still apply for membership and may be granted provisional 

associated membership, subject to the receipt of the above documents within 3 months of 

application. 

 

 

All applicants for membership are referred to the next meeting of the CVST Board. 

 

 

 



   

 

   

 

 

Criteria for affiliating to CVS Tendring 

 

FULL AFFILIATION 

An organisation applying for membership of CVST must be able to demonstrate that: 

1. It is a voluntary organisation (i.e. that its affairs are managed by and/or are ultimately 

accountable to a group of people for no pecuniary advantage); 

2. Its aims and objects are broadly charitable to the exclusion of private gain; 

3. It is conducted for the benefit of the public and is active in the community; 

4. Its activities benefit people in or around the Tendring district and environ. 

5. It is committed to supporting the principle of equal opportunity and respect for diversity,  

consistent with CVST's Equal Opportunities Policy and Diversity Policy (available on  

request); 

6. If linked to particular religious group, church or faith community, its community activities are 

not primarily intended to propagate a particular religion or faith. 

 

Scale Of Membership Fees 

(a) For organisations with incomes below £15,000 a year:  £10 

(b) For organisations with incomes of £15,000 or more but below £100,000 a year.  £20  

(c) For organisations with incomes of £100,000 or over a year:  £30 

 

 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 

Organisations wishing to join CVST but do not meet the full affiliation criteria can apply for  

associate membership. Broadly this will include the following types of organisations: 

1. Registered social enterprises and community interest companies 

2. Registered social landlords 

3. Churches and communal places of worship 

4. Schools and other educational establishments able to demonstrate their public benefit 

5. Organisations not delivering services in Tendring 

6. Registered charities which do not qualify under the full affiliation category 

7. Individual members 

8. Statutory organisations 

9. Local sole traders 

 

The cost of associate membership is £30 pa  

 

Associate Memberships do not convey voting rights at the CVST Annual General Meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


